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EUGENE C. EPPLEY CLUB

The Eugene C. Eppley Club was 
established to recognize special 
benefactors who make commitments 
to the future of  Culver Academies 
and Culver Summer Schools and Camps 
through their bequests and other estate 
planned gifts. This program was named 
after Eugene C. Eppley, CMA 1901, for 
his vision, generosity, leadership, and 
service to Culver. Eugene C. Eppley
became the largest benefactor outside 
of  the Culver family to support the 
school with personal funds. A long and 
growing list of  generous donors has 
followed his example. Eppley’s legacy 
continues through the generosity of  
individuals today, whose commitments 
and vision ensure Culver’s excellence for 
future generations.



”

He fought hard and held his  

own . . .  and success was  

prompted by the love of the 

game. He was acquisitive  

and altruistic, proud and  

modest, but beneath it all 

humble and compassionate. 

His life seemed a struggle 

to keep his soft side from 

showing. He taught and  

inspired and disciplined . . .  

but exacted more of  

himself than any other.  

He was an organizer, leader, 

teacher, fighter, talker and 

giver. All of his facets added up 

to a rather heroic figure.

Taken from “Eugene C. Eppley – His Life and Legacy,” by Harl A. 
Dalstrom, Johnsen Publishing Company, Lincoln, Nebraska, 1969.

EUGENE CHASE EPPLEY
1884 - 1958

“

”



On January 26, 1901, Major Leigh  
Gignilliat, commandant of  cadets,  
publicly reprimanded Cadet Captain  
Eugene C. Eppley for “allowing  
Company C to fall off  in the high  
standard of  discipline and bring discredit 
to the Corps of  1901.” He pointed out 
that duty and responsibility were lessons 
to practice for a lifetime. Eppley learned 
his lessons well at Culver Military  
Academy and later credited the school  
and Gignilliat with having a profound 
impact on his life. 

The years after graduation were good to 
Eppley. By the 1950s he owned 24 of  the 
country’s finest hotel properties including 
the William Penn Hotel in Pittsburgh, the 
Fontenelle in Omaha, Nebraska, and the 
Seelbach in Louisville, Kentucky.  

In 1954 Eppley responded to The Culver 
Educational Foundation’s appeal to raise 
funds for a new academic complex. Key 
to his decision to pledge $500,000 for the 
construction of  a science building was  
the construction of  a building honoring  
General Gignilliat, his friend and mentor.

FULL CIRCLE
GIVING COMES

Two years later he sold his 
hotel chain to the Sheraton 
Corporation for $30 million 
and embarked on a series of  
philanthropic endeavors. Culver 
was one of  his first recipients. 
Thus, Eppley became the first  
alumnus to repay the school for its 
impact on his life, his growth, and  
his success.  
 
The impact of  Eppley’s gifts  
on Culver was monumental: 

• Gignilliat Hall

• Eppley Auditorium

• Eppley Hall of  Science 

• Eppley Hall of  Humanities

• Eppley Endowed Chairs in Academics.
    
Eppley’s gifts set the stage for the  
next half  century in Culver’s history.  
What emerged from the construction  
of  new buildings and his dedication to 
academic excellence was an expression 
of  his vision for Culver’s greatness.  
For Eppley, giving had come full circle. 



GENE’S MAGNIFICENT GIFTS...  HAVE BEEN THE CATALYSTS WHICH 
HAVE STIMULATED A DYNAMIC PROGRAM OF GROWTH AND  

IMPROVEMENT HERE AT THE ACADEMY. 

 – Superintendent Maj. Gen. Delmar T. Spivey, 1960

“
”

BECOMING
A MEMBER

The Eugene C. Eppley Club honors  
individuals who embody the spirit  
of  Culver’s pioneer benefactor. His  
dedication and generosity are reflected  
by today’s benefactors who provide 
for the future of  Culver through their  
planned gifts.

Membership is available to individuals  
who have made a commitment to Culver  
through their estate plans, life income  
arrangements, life insurance, real estate,  
or retirement plan gifts. 

Your written confirmation of  intent is  
required for membership.  This might  
be a signed statement of  support, a copy  
of  your will or trust provision, or a letter  
or e-mail informing Culver of  your estate  
intentions. You will be asked to complete a  
Eugene C. Eppley Club Enrollment Form to  
ensure that you are properly recognized and  
that your intentions are completely understood.
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A planned gift to Culver is a gift of  any kind 
in any amount, given for any purpose when 
careful consideration of  assets and gift 
vehicles is required. Gifts of  this kind will 
support Culver and achieve your fi nancial 
objectives as well. For example, with a 
planned gift, it is possible to obtain a 
guaranteed life income. A planned gift can 
increase the impact of  your philanthropy by 
securing signifi cant tax advantages. And, a 
planned gift allows you to use a variety of  
assets such as appreciated stock, real estate, 
paid up life insurance, and qualifi ed 
retirement plans.

GIVING
TOCULVER

You may choose from a wide range of  planned 
giving options. 

• Bequests — provisions in your will 
or living trust: These gifts are the most 
frequently made as they are easily arranged 
and tax deductible for estate tax purposes.  
The bequest may be designated as unrestricted, 
giving Culver the most fl exibility, or restricted 

for a specifi c purpose.

• Charitable gift annuity: 
When you transfer assets to 

The Culver Educational 
Foundation to establish a 

charitable gift annuity, 
Culver agrees to pay 
you and/or your 
benefi ciaries a fi xed 
income for life. 
Payments can begin 
immediately or be 
deferred to a future 

date. The annuity rate 
depends on the ages 

of  the annuitants and 
the starting date of  the 
payments. A portion of  
the income may be tax 
free. Benefi ts include an 
immediate income tax 
charitable deduction and 
a partial capital gains 

tax savings.
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• Charitable remainder unitrusts and 
annuity trusts: Naming Culver as the 
remainder beneficiary of  a trust is another 
option. Gifts of  cash or property – such as 
stocks, bonds, or real estate – can be  
transferred to a charitable remainder trust, 
which will pay income to the donor and/or 
other beneficiaries for life. In addition to  
lifetime income, this gift entitles the donor 
to an income tax charitable deduction and an 
estate tax charitable deduction for a portion 
of  the gift. If  the charitable remainder trust is 
funded with long-term appreciated securities, 
donors also avoid the capital gains tax on  
appreciation. This gift option is arranged 
through your attorney 
and a third-party  
institution with Culver 
named as the remain-
der beneficiary.

• Charitable lead 
trust: This option 
puts assets into a trust 
that will pay income to Culver for a term of  
years, after which the property comes back to 
your children, grandchildren, or other heirs. 
This is an excellent way to give to Culver if  
you wish to transfer your estate to your heirs 
at a later date. There are significant tax  
advantages for transferring wealth in this way.

• Gifts of  life insurance: A gift of  life 
insurance – either an existing, paid-up, or  
new policy – provides a way to make a gift
benefiting Culver at a relatively low cost. You 
can deduct premium payments as a charitable 
deduction by naming The Culver Educational 
Foundation as both owner and irrevocable 
beneficiary of  the policy.
 

• Real estate: Donors may select the giving 
option of  transferring a personal residence, 
farm, or investment property to Culver.  
You may give it outright or retain the right  
to continue to use and enjoy the property for 
life. This gift benefits Culver in the future  
and provides the donor with an income tax 
deduction worth the expenditure of  cash 
or reduction in personal income. There is a 
double tax benefit – an immediate income 
tax charitable deduction and the avoidance of  
capital gains tax.

• Retirement plan assets: Naming Culver 
as beneficiary of  a qualified retirement plan  

is becoming an  
increasingly popular  
way to give.  Because of  
the way non-Roth IRAs, 
401Ks, Keoghs, and 
other taxed-deferred  
pension plans are taxed 
at your death, relatively 
little of  the assets in the 

plan may end up in the hands of  the family 
members or the individual beneficiaries you 
have named. These assets are not only  
included in your gross estate for federal estate 
tax purposes, but they are also taxed when 
received by the beneficiaries as income. After 
age 70½ withdrawals are required to avoid tax  
penalties. These funds also may be given  
to Culver to reduce taxation. 

When considering a commitment to Culver, 
we encourage you to consult an attorney and 
other personal financial advisers. Culver’s 
planned giving staff  is available to discuss 
your gift plans with you or your advisers. 

IT WAS PROPHETIC OF GENE’S  

CAREER AS A HOTEL OPERATOR THAT  

HE SHOULD RECEIVE MANY MERITS FOR 

ALWAYS HAVING AN ORDERLY ROOM. 

 
– Supt. Gen. L.R. Gignilliat, 1933

“
”



EPPLEY AUDITORIUM



”
THE ONLY THINGS WE KEEP 

      PERMANENTLY ARE THOSE WE GIVE AWAY.”
– Waite Phillips, Culver parent and philanthropist

“

Thank you for considering a planned gift to Culver. 
Planned gifts are an opportunity for you to follow in 
the footsteps of giants such as Gignilliat and Eppley. 
Your planned gift can be an important part of your 
personal financial future as well as Culver’s noble 
mission. In your own way, giving can come full circle. 

We invite you to join the Eugene C. Eppley Club 
by completing and returning an enrollment form 
or contacting Culver’s Office of Planned Giving to 
discuss your gift. 



FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
 

Eugene C. Eppley Club • Office of Planned Giving
1300 Academy Road #153 • Culver, Indiana, 46511
Telephone: (574) 842-7400 • Fax: (574) 842-8162

THE CULVER MISSION

Culver educates its students for leadership and responsible citizenship in  
society by developing and nurturing the whole individual – mind, spirit, and body 
– through an integrated curriculum that emphasizes the cultivation of character.



I/We wish to be recognized with membership in the Eugene C. Eppley Club and would like to join with 
other members to ensure the continued growth of Culver Academies/Culver Summer Schools and Camps.

Name  ___________________________________   Class/Year  __________________________  

Address   _____________________________________________________________________

City  ________________________________ State  ____________  Zip  __________________

Telephone ______________________   Email  ________________________________________

I/We have provided for the future of Culver Academies/Culver Summer Schools and Camps in the  
following manner:

o Bequest through will or trust
o Charitable gift annuity
o Charitable remainder trust
o Charitable lead trust
o Gift of life insurance

The estimated current dollar value of my gift is $ _____________.   
I would like to be included in the Eppley Club giving level as indicated below  
(please check one):

_____ Less than $100,000 
_____ $100,000 +
_____ $500,000 +

I would like my gift to be used as follows:  _____________________________________________ .

Please list my name (and/or my spouse’s name) in all Eugene C. Eppley Club  
directories in the following manner: _________________________________________________ .

EUGENE C. EPPLEY CLUB
CONFIDENTIAL ENROLLMENT FORM

You have my permission to include my name in publishing lists (publications, newsletters, website) 
recognizing Eugene C. Eppley Club members.

 I prefer that you do not include my name in published lists recognizing  
 Eugene C. Eppley Club members.  Please consider me as an anonymous donor.

o Gift of retirement plan assets
o Remainder interest in residence or farm
o Other: __________________________ 
o Attached please find a copy of the page or paragraph  
   that describes my future gift provision.

_____ $1,000,000 +
_____ $5,000,000 +
_____ $10,000,000 +

SIGNATURE_____________________________________ DATE__________

DATE_OF_BIRTH_________________________________________________

SIGNATURE_____________________________________ DATE__________

DATE_OF_BIRTH_________________________________________________

FULL CIRCLE
GIVING COMES




